
 

 
 

 
AAA Warns Vehicle Spare Tires May Soon Be A Thing Of The Past  
 
AAA prepares drivers for what to do when new vehicles don’t include a spare tire. 
 

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va., (January 26, 2012) – Buying a car can be a stressful experience. One thing 
buyers could depend upon was that the new vehicle they were about to purchase included a spare tire. 
That may not always be the case. To meet new government fuel efficiency standards some vehicle 
manufactures are omitting heavy spare tires and equipping new vehicles with an emergency sealant 
and inflator kit or tires that if damaged can run reasonable distances without air.    
 

In 2010, the Department of Transportation and Environmental Protection Agency established new 
corporate average fuel economy standards for vehicle model years 2012 to 2016. The new standards 
are set at a combined 29.7 mpg for the 2012 model year, increasing to 34.1 mpg by 2016.  
 

Achieving these standards will require many changes to the vehicles we drive.  One area of focus is to 
reduce the weight of vehicles without compromising occupant safety.  A spare tire, related tools and a 
jack can weigh more than 40 pounds. That may seem like a small amount, but every little bit helps. 
Unlike other weight saving changes, it doesn’t add cost to the vehicle.  
 
“Unfortunately many vehicle owners may be unaware that their vehicle has no spare tire until they 
experience a flat tire.” says Georjeane Blumling, Vice President of Public Relations for AAA Tidewater 
Virginia. “Consumers should review their owner’s manual and emergency maintenance supplies they 
have in the vehicle and be informed about alternatives to a spare to prevent panic or a delay when 
encountering a flat tire.” 
 

AAA recommends the following to ensure you are informed and prepared:  
 

-  Inspect the car and consult your owner’s manual. If the vehicle has a spare, be sure it is 
properly inflated and stowed. If you cannot locate a spare tire, ensure your vehicle has an 
alternate solution. Options include the run-flat tires that allow the car to be driven to a safe 
location or an emergency sealant and inflator kit.    

- If you carry a sealant, AAA recommends that you check the date and replace it every five years 
or after its use. Sealant can become less effective with age.  
 

AAA members needing assistance with a flat tire can request roadside rescue at (800) AAA-HELP or by 
downloading the smartphone app, AAA Roadside. AAA members can also eliminate the stress of 
buying a new car by using the AAA Auto Buying Tools App. Build the car you want, including color and 
trim level, and the AAA app will give you information on available options, available incentives, crash 
safety ratings, AAA reviews, images and more.    
 

For a list of vehicles currently being sold without a spare tire please see the attached list.  
 
As part of North America’s largest motoring and leisure travel organization, AAA Tidewater Virginia 
provides its more than 322,000 members with travel, insurance, financial and automotive-related 
services. Since its founding AAA Tidewater Virginia has been a leader and advocate for the safety and 
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security of all travelers.  For more information, visit AAA.com and follow us on Twitter at 
Twitter.com/AAATWnews. 

 
AAA news releases, high resolution images, broadcast-quality video, fact sheets and podcasts are 

available on the AAA NewsRoom at AAA.com/news. 
 

Stay connected with AAA on the web via: 
 

Twitter.com/AAAnews 
Twitter.com/AAASafety 
Twitter.com/AAAauto 
YouTube.com/AAA 

MySpace.com/AAAeveryday 
Facebook.com/AAAFanPage 
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